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DEEPALAYA NEWSLETTER
This Eid, we at Deepalaya are trying to bring happiness and joy in the lives of Daily Wage Labors,
Migrant Workers and the people who are most vulnerable during COVID-19.

Mission Salamati – Supporting COVID-hit families
As soon as the lockdown was announced, we
could estimate what it is going to be like for
the poor people. We immediately sprang into
action and partnered with organisations like
Give India, Australian High Commission,
Western Union, Zomato Feeding India for
supporting these families financially and
provision of dry ration and sanitization kits.
So far we have provided financial support to
more than 2100 families and ration supply to
around 8600 families. We have supported
families with Rs. 7000 in Tier-I cities and Rs.
5000 in Tier-II cities. We aim to reach out to
another 5000 families. Your contribution can
help us in sypporting these families. A ration
kit comprising essentials like aata, dal, rice,
oil, salt, tea, soap, mask and sanitary napkin
costs Rs. 1200 each. You can help a family in
having food for coming few weeks.

Here is Laxmi explaining the benefit that the family
received:
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We aim to reach around 10000 families with dry ration
support. But for you, it would be difficult task to
achieve.
Make a donation

Deepalaya goes online amidst COVID-19 Lockdown
At a time when India is under a national lockdown to combat the corona virus pandemic, we were
struggling to be in touch with our beneficiaries. It was time to use mobile, internet and other
android apps more effectively. Here is what we did to help our beneficiaries:
Education: From the last more than a month, our teachers are in touch with all the students, who
were enrolled either in schools or learning centres. Soon after the lockdown, Deepalaya tweaked its
projects. Our teacher started sending short lessons through Whatsapp. The parents took on the role
of active players and facilitated the teachers. Those, who did not have android phones, were taught
on conference calls. Of course, the teachers had to do multiple calls, considering the limit of adding
only a few users on such calls. We were able to reach out to around 90% of our enrolled students.
Technology has also helped teachers in correcting the assignments as well. The students were
motivated by various ways, including the cute emojis, that whatsapp provides.
Sambhav Project: Initially, we thought it may not be possible for us to start virtual classes with
students enrolled in Sambhav Project. However, the story of Priyanka, an intellectually challenged
student, and her mother, Bhagwati, inspired us. Despite being illiterate, Bhagwati not only learnt to
use whatsapp but guided Priyanka in completing certain tasks. Of course, this happened with the
guidance of one of our teachers remotely. Lo and behold, it gave us an headway. And we started
sessions for special kids as well. Of course, it is not possible for us to do physiotherapy sessions
remotely. We have pruned our IEPs for this quarter in line with the possibility of conducting
sessions online. Here is a video showing little Priyanka learning with her mother.
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Vocational Training Centers: Our Vocational training courses include computer-related courses,
designing courses, accounting courses, fashion designing and Beauty & Wellness. In the majority of
the cases, one member of the family had Whatsapp, it was easy for the teachers to send onlinenotes, video classes and homework assignments. Lockdown did not stop our fashion designing &
beautician students from completing the decided curriculum. Of course, the practical sessions could
not be conducted. Some of the students, who were having a sewing machine, made some products
as well. Our teachers prepared their own videos demonstrating certain practical sessions as well.
Community health: One of the major roles that Deepalaya played was to create awareness of Covid19 virtually through different modes. Our team played a very important role of bursting myths
relating to Corona Virus and also guiding people to keep it at bay by simply following certain
instructions like using a mask, complying with the guidelines of lockdown, maintaining social
distancing, washing their hands etc. We could not resume our mega health camps and vision
centres but the counseling sessions with the eye patients helped them in resolving certain issues at
home itself.

Fighting the pandemic: How SHG women in
Haryana combat COVID-19
Women of our SHG groups in Haryana also ventured into mask-making during the lockdown. They
helped the country in bridging the much-needed shortage of masks while earning livelihood for
themselves. They earned a net profit of Rs. 5 on every mask they prepared in compliance with the
guidelines of NRHM. Here is a video showcasing the initiative.

/

Subscribe

Past Issues

Translate

RSS

Poonam - A Self Help Group member of Deepalaya making masks for people in
COVID19 Pandemic

Please come forward and support this initiative
generously. Every penny that you donate is 100% used
for supporting these families.
Make a donation
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